
AMERICAN
WHISKEY:

Spirits Rich in
Flavor & Heritage 
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U.S. AMERICAN WHISKEY VOLUMES

2003-2021

Of the top five spirits categories 
sold in 2021, American Whiskey 
ranked third in terms of volume 
and revenue. 

DISTINCTIVELY
AMERICAN

While the American Whiskey category may have started as a raw, 
unaged spirits distilled during the 17th century, it has progressed 
to complex, big-bodied, distinctively American Bourbons, ryes, 
and Tennessee Whiskeys that today are savored by connoisseurs, 
yet approachable enough for adult consumers new to the category. 

Did You Know: In 1799, George Washington's distillery at Mount 
Vernon produced nearly 11,000 gallons, making it one of the 
largest whiskey distilleries in America at the time.
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4.2% 40.1% 27.7% 129.2% 36.5%
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$4.6
BILLION

3rd

America’s native spirit has been 
enjoying an impressive 
resurgence in recent years. In 
2021, nearly 30 million 9-liter 
cases of American Whiskey were 
sold in the United States, 
generating over $4.6 billion in 
revenue for distillers.

TOP 5 SPIRITS
BY REVENUE

Billions (2020-21 Growth)

TOP 5 SPIRITS
BY VOLUME
9-Liter Cases, Millions
(2020-21 Growth)
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Most domestically produced whiskey is still consumed in the U.S., 
but consumer demand for American Whiskey worldwide has also 
grown with exports in 2021 topping $971 million (accounting for 
62% of U.S. spirits exports).

$971
MILLION

TOP 5

139%
Reflecting American’s 
increased interest in 
premium products, over 
the past five years, High 
End Premium, and 
Super-Premium brands 
drove growth. High End 
Premium revenues were 
up 31% and 
Super-Premium 139%.

AMERICAN WHISKEY EXPORT MARKETS
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