
U.S.-EU-UK Tariffs on Distilled Spirits 
and Wines: Timeline and Impact 
 
 
June 22, 2018: The EU imposed a 25% retaliatory tariff on American Whiskey in response to U.S. 
tariffs on steel/aluminum.  
 
October 18, 2019: The U.S. imposed a 25% retaliatory tariff on Single Malt Scotch Whisky and Single 
Malt Irish Whiskey from Northern Ireland, and liqueurs and cordials from Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Spain and the UK, and certain wines from Germany, France, Spain & the UK in the WTO Boeing- 
Airbus dispute.  
 
November 10, 2020: EU imposed a 25% tariff on U.S. rum, brandy, and vodka in the WTO Boeing-
Airbus dispute. 
 
January 1, 2021: UK removes its retaliatory tariff on U.S. rum, brandy and vodka in the WTO Boeing-
Airbus dispute. 
 
January 12, 2021: U.S. imposed a 25% tariff on Cognac in the WTO Boeing-Airbus disputes.  
 
June 15, 2021: The U.S. and EU announced a five-year suspension of tariffs on U.S. and EU distilled 
spirits and wines as part of the WTO Boeing-Airbus trade dispute agreement.  
 
June 17, 2021: The U.S. and UK announced a five-year suspension of tariffs on UK distilled spirits in 
the WTO Boeing-Airbus disputes.  
 
July 4, 2021: The U.S. suspends tariff on UK distilled spirits and wine for five-years as part of the 
WTO Boeing-Airbus trade dispute agreement.  
 
July 11, 2021: The U.S. and EU suspend tariffs on U.S. and EU wines for five-years as part of the 
WTO Boeing-Airbus disputes agreement. 
 
January 1, 2022: The EU’s 25% retaliatory tariff on American Whiskeys suspended for two years. 
 
March 22, 2022: The U.S. and UK announced an agreement to remove the UK’s 25% retaliatory 
tariff on American Whiskeys on June 1, 2022 and eliminate the threat of additional tariffs on 
American wines.  
 
June 1, 2022: UK removes its 25% retaliatory tariff on American Whiskeys.  
 
October 2023:  Presidents Biden and von der Leyen released a joint statement following the U.S.-EU 
Presidential Summit acknowledging that they have not yet reached a final agreement in the steel 
and aluminum dispute and will continue the negotiations over “the next two months.” 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fstatements-releases%2F2023%2F10%2F20%2Fu-s-eu-summit-joint-statement%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRobert.Maron%40DistilledSpirits.org%7C3691f09677864921229308dbd6f0e44b%7C67bce6b13be648a8a1e5e90aee9716a5%7C0%7C0%7C638340102339842594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SXgGjpcKRpk6dpAJzky54777ibISaKfttZGDCXI7f0k%3D&reserved=0
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December 19, 2023: The EU announced that it reached an agreement with the U.S. to continue 
the suspension of tariffs in the steel and aluminum dispute for 15-months, until March 31, 
2025, and published its implementing regulation in its Official Journal. 
 
December 28, 2023: The U.S. issued a Presidential Proclamation to continue the suspension of 
tariffs on EU steel and aluminum for two years, until December 28, 2025, to continue 
negotiations on measures to address overcapacity and low-carbon production. 
 
March 31, 2025: The EU’s retaliatory tariff on American Whiskeys snaps back at 50% if there is no 
agreement between the U.S. and EU in the steel and aluminum dispute. 
 
July 4, 2026:  U.S. tariffs on distilled spirits and wines from the UK to snap back if there is no 
agreement between the U.S. and UK in the WTO Boeing- Airbus dispute. 
 
July 11, 2026:  U.S. and EU tariffs on distilled spirits and wines to snap back if there is no agreement 
between the U.S. and EU in the WTO Boeing- Airbus dispute. 
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fcommission%2Fpresscorner%2Fdetail%2Fen%2Fip_23_6713&data=05%7C02%7Crobert.maron%40distilledspirits.org%7C5f6c558f9d7f4905ce7308dc10b8951b%7C67bce6b13be648a8a1e5e90aee9716a5%7C0%7C0%7C638403632175458009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q2LsxC7rJHhNG42wUuidxxDbzPI0l1bYNpUoCEn64A8%3D&reserved=0
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